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A Celebration of Mission and Recommitment
Gayle Fiwek, Director of Associate/Sister Partnership

October 28, 2006 was a day of celebration for 
Associates, Sisters and Fiat Spiritus Community.  
The members of the Spiritual Family of 
Catherine Kasper gathered for lunch followed 
by an afternoon of prayer, conversation and 
celebration. 

Associates, Sisters and Fiat Spiritus Community 
members joined together to witness the 
recommitment of Associates to their special call, 

their expression of life as followers of Blessed 
Catherine Kasper.  The three expressions of 
the family of Catherine each proclaimed their 
commitments.  The Associates recommitted to 
their covenantal relationship with the Sisters 
as they live out their Baptismal call.  The 
Sisters and Fiat Spiritus Community members 
committed to share with the Associates their 
common mission of making Gospel living more 

Companions on the Journey Retreat
Gayle Fiwek, Director of Associate/Sister Partnership

Mark your calendars!  April 27–28 is the next 
“Companions” weekend which will be at the 
Motherhouse and Lindenwood.  A registration 
form with due date will be enclosed with the 
next mailing.  All members of the Spiritual 
Family of Catherine Kasper are welcome.

The retreat was designed as a step in the initial 
formation of Associate candidates.  So it is 
required for candidates before they make their 
First Commitment.  Those Sisters and Associates 
who have mentored a candidate in the initial 
formation sessions are strongly urged to attend 
the retreat as a support for the candidate.  It is 
also very helpful if Sisters and Associates from 
a candidate’s region would attend too.  The 
prayerful support of those who will be part of a 
new Associate’s regional community means so 
much to the candidate.  And it is a wonderful 
opportunity to be with Associates and Sisters 
from other regions.  You might meet new 
people!  Fiat Spiritus Community members are 
welcome too.

Coming together in a retreat setting is good for 
the soul.  It is an overnight retreat and we are 

able to provide it at 
no cost to the participant.  
The Companions on the 
Journey retreat provides time 
for input, reflection, group discussions, prayer, 
rest, nourishment, the strengthening of our 
spiritual connections and liturgy.

It is meaningful to all the participants when two 
or three Associates and/or Sisters give some 
of the short presentations.  If you would like to 
be one of the presenters in April, please let me 
know — the sooner, the better.  I’d be delighted 
to work with you!

Watch for your registration form in March and 
return it to the Associate/Sister Partnership 
Office by the due date.  Hope to see you on 
April 27–28. 

(Celebration, continued on page �)
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From the Director’s Desk
As we come to the close of another year, I review in my mind all that has trans-
pired these past twelve months.   It is impossible to mention everything that has 
happened.  So I would like to focus on a few.  First of all, the year of 2006 brought 
us closer to the establishment of an Associate Mission Statement.

Visiting with Associates in each region throughout the summer and fall was 
definitely a highlight for me this year.  I am so inspired by each one of you.  Your 
faithfulness, dedication, and loving presence are qualities that encourage me to 
deepen my own faith and spirituality.  Your humbleness that you exhibit when you talk about the ways you 
live your lives following in the footsteps of Blessed Catherine Kasper fills me with such joy and awe.  You 
are shining lights for me and inspire me to try and be a better example for others.  I am so blessed by each 
one of you and give thanks to God every day for you.

We are moving ever closer to having a statement of our mission.  It is my hope that it will be accomplished 
in 2007.  We all need each other in order to define who we are and why we are called to be Associates. 
When information is sent to you, and discussions are held in your regions, please be sure you participate.  
When input is asked from you, please make a commitment to return any questionnaires or forms that may 
be sent to you.  To do a statement of purpose we all need to be part of the process.  At one point before the 
process is completed, all of us will be asked to embrace what the mission statement says.  I am thanking 
you in advance for your participation in the process.

Another highlight this year was the NACAR Conference in Cincinnati.  I was so happy to share the expe-
rience with the “delegation” of members of the Spiritual Family of Catherine Kasper.  It was with great 
happiness and pride that we were able to witness the installation of Sister Cathy Schwemer as the new 
Executive Director of NACAR.  Listening to Reverend Ronald Rolheiser gave us hope for the future, but he 
also challenged us to be “Great Christians,” instead of settling for being “Good Christians.”  I’m continuing 
to absorb all that he said, and have been enjoying reading some of his latest books.  He offers much wisdom 
that causes me to strive to be a better person, a stronger Christian, and a shining light for others.

Seven new Associates made their First Commitments in 2006!  I was filled with joy each time I attended the 
Commitment ceremonies.  In May Evelyn Pakosta from Trenton, Illinois was the first to make this commit-
ment.  Linda Greaf from Ft. Wayne followed her about ten days later.  Tom Taylor from Hammond, Indiana, 
was next in June.  The following week, Mary Ann Bombagetti, Peggy Kennedy, Bobbie Anderson and Doris 
Albrecht made their First Commitments in Ancilla Domini Chapel in the Motherhouse.  Each ceremony 
was lovely, and it was very nice to meet family members and friends at the receptions.

At this time we have two candidates who are at differing stages of formation.  As they proceed, I’ll keep 
you informed.  In the meantime please remember them in your prayers.  They are Loretta Peters from 
Plymouth and John Becker from Hobart, Indiana.

Among the many exciting and happy experiences I’ve had this year, I also am pleased to be working as part 
of a small committee to propose a Shared Vocation Ministry in which all members of the Spiritual Family 
of Catherine will have a vital role.  Sister Kathy Haas, Brother Bob Overland and I have sent preliminary 
papers to everyone, and groups have been meeting to reflect on and discuss the questions we sent.  We are 
at this time compiling the information from the groups and preparing the next steps.  We will be keeping 
you all in the loop as we proceed.  Please pray for guidance for the Family of Catherine as we continue to 
listen to the Spirit.  As I continue in dialogues with Sisters, Associates and Fiat Spiritus Community, the 
vision becomes more and more apparent that what we know and understand today will keep growing and 
changing.  With all of us praying and reflecting together, I know the Holy Spirit will enlighten us.  

As I close this letter to you, I thank God for the many blessings that have been given to me in 2006.  Please 
know that each one of you is a blessing for which I’m thankful.  May 2007 be a fruitful year as well.  May 
your Christmas Season be one of joy and peace.  May the Lord shine upon you and  reward you with love, 
courage and strength.  May Blessed Catherine also shine upon you and continue to bless you as everyday 
you take those steps following her.

God’s love & peace,
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Upcoming7

Dates
March 3 Mission Group Meetings Weekend
March 10 Mission Group Meetings Weekend
March 31  Core Team Meeting
April 27–28 Companions on the Journey Retreat
June 16 Gathering VIII
June 14–19 Community Week

Of Special Note
Congratulations to Sister Judith Diltz.  Her article,  
“Words to Voice:  Three Approaches for Student 
Self-Evaluation” was published in the September 
2006 issue of Teaching English in the Two-Year College, 
a publication of the National Council of Teachers 
of English.  Sister Judith has also completed all 
requirements and has received her doctoral degree.

The Greater Chicago Food Depository honored 
Casa Catalina at an awards luncheon on September 
14, 2006, with a Quality Performance Award of 
Excellence.  To receive this award, Casa Catalina, 
under the direction of Sister Joellen Tumas, PHJC 
underwent a rigorous evaluation process.  A team of 

judges, trained to evaluate food pantries based on 
the established standards, conducted site visits and 
scored the applicants.  The five key areas for judging 
included categories for finances, processes, staff and 
volunteers, clients and community.  

Even more wonderful things are happening on the 
South Side of Chicago.  The Kids Café was also 
honored.  It was the recipient of the Best Kids Café of 
the Year Award.

Congratulations to Sister Joellen Tumas, and all those 
who minister with her, for not just doing a very needed 
and worthwhile ministry, but for doing it very well!

Letters
  from You

Dear Sisters, Associates, and Fiat Spiritus Community, 

Associate Christine Weigler thanks all of you for the 
support you gave to Transitional Living Center (TLC). Your 
contributions of diapers and wipes, and financial gifts were 
a blessing to the Center.  

Chris stated in her note to me, “It was so wonderful 
to see a full room with baby items and the financial 
funding as well has been a blessing.  We have been 
able to purchase extra diapers, wipes, toilet paper, 
and cleaning supplies for the shelter and the Morrow 
Home.  We currently have had extra funding for 
hotel stays when the Morrow House is full as well.  I 
appreciate the prayer support most.  It makes it easier 
to do what we do knowing the gates of heaven are 
being stormed for our mission.” 

God bless each of you for your generosity and prayers.

Upcoming Dates
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Please Remember in Prayer…
all Associates, Sisters, friends and families of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, all those spoken and unspoken prayer requests of 
friends, family, Sisters and Associates.

North
Anna Worth .................................................................... illness
Joe Karnia ...........................................recovering from surgery
Mary Jane Boyle ...................... recovery of husband’s injuries
Florence Rafac ................................................................ illness
Marie Jacobs ................................................................... illness
Sister Katie Bobber ......................................... death of brother
Sister Michelle Dermody .................................illness of sister
South
Donna Koderhandt ...........................recovering from surgery
Mary Krakowiecki ............................recovering from surgery
Anna Kampwerth ............................death of daughter-in-law
Leo & Alice Kerkemeyer ...................... death of sister-in-law
Selma Wuebbels ............................................. death of brother
Quincy
Carolyn Stupasky ................................................illness of son

East 3
Dolores Schafer .............................................................. illness
Mary Lou McCarthy ...................................illness of husband
Sister Nancy Raboin ......................................... death of father
Sister Celeste Sass ........................................... death of brother
Sister Shirley Bell ................................ death of brother-in-law
Sister Johnilda Mannhard ... military nephew injured in Iraq
West
Claudia Klich ................................................................. illness
Patricia Hohenegger ........... death of mother-in-law & illness
Kathy Regnier .................................................death of nephew
Sister Kathleen Quinn ....................................... death of sister
Sister Annemarie Kampwerth ............. death of sister-in-law
International
Sister Marilyn Haselhorst ............................................ illness
Sister Deb Davis ................................recovering from surgery
Sister Edith Schneider .............................death of  one brother 
 and illness of another brother

“Behold, I bring you good tidings  
of great joy, which shall be to all people.  

 For unto you is born this day  
in the city of David a Saviour,  

which is Christ the Lord.” 
— Luke 2:10–11
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Upcoming Programs and Retreats
Ruth Van Vactor, Program and Marketing Coordinator for Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center

December 31–January 1 is our New Year’s Eve Retreat 
being led by Loretta Peters, Director of Lindenwood.  
Finding my Place in the Universe is the theme for 
this year’s retreat which begins Sunday at 7 p.m. and 
concludes Monday at 11 a.m.  Registration fee is $45 
which includes a private room and breakfast.  Guests 
are asked to bring a snack to share with others for 
Sunday evening.

On January 5–7, 2007 there will be a men’s 12-Step 
Retreat led by Father Jim Swarthout.  The retreat 
begins at 7 p.m. on Friday and concludes after lunch 
on Sunday.  Fee is $160 single, $130 per person double 
occupancy or $80 for commuters.

The Quiet Day of Reflection will take place on January 
15 led by Father Jerry Schweitzer from Wanatah, 
Indiana.  The day is from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. and is 
entitled “Mark My Words” referring to the parables in 
the Gospel of Mark.

A new program for Lindenwood this year is Guided 
Imagery and will be held January 19 from 2–4:30 p.m.  
This program will be led by Vera Tiani, B.S., M.A. and 
LMHC and will focus on how imagery can assist in 
managing and relieving pain, assisting in healing and 
helping the body address multiple ailments.  A follow 
up session will be held January 31 from 6:30–8:00 p.m.  
Registration fee, to include both sessions, is $20.

On February 2, a 12-Step OE and Eating Disorders 
Retreat will be held from Friday 7 p.m. until Sunday 
at 1 p.m.  The focus of the retreat will be on the 
12-Step living and spirituality for men and women.  
Registration fee is $160 single, $130 per person double 
occupancy or $80 for commuters.

February 19 is our Quiet Day of Reflection from 9 a.m. 
until 3 p.m.  The topic and speaker will be available at 
a later date in our program brochure.

Another new program at Lindenwood in 2007 will 
be the Women of Grace Study.  This is a nine-week 
study that teaches us to embrace our gift of authentic 
femininity and dignity as revealed in the Vatican II 
documents and writings of Pope John Paul II.  The 
study includes prayer, reading of scriptures and the 

lives of women saints, as well as group discussion.  
The first study session will be February 24 from 
9–11 a.m. and will continue for nine weeks (excluding 
April 7).  The study will be led by Ginny Kohrman, 
co-director of the Office of Spiritual Development for 
the South Bend/Ft. Wayne Diocese.  Registration fee, 
to include all nine sessions and books, is $50.

A men’s Lenten Retreat will be held March 2–4 and 
will be led by Father Steve Gibson, CSC, and Jay Freel 
Landry of Little Flower Catholic Church.  The retreat 
will begin on Friday at 5:30 p.m. and conclude after 
lunch on Sunday.  Registration fee is $160 for single, 
$130 per person for double occupancy.

A weekend of Integrated Energy Therapy and Radiant 
Wellness Part I will take place from March 16– 
March 18.  IET will be Friday from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
and Radiant Wellness Part I will be Saturday and 
Sunday from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.  Dr. Barbara Stone 
will lead both classes.

Lindenwood will once again offer the non-directed 
Triduum Retreat from April 5 to April 8.  The retreat 
begins at 5 p.m. on Thursday and concludes at 1 p.m. 
on Sunday.  Join us and participate in special liturgies 
with the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ.  Retreat fee 
is $40 which includes a private room and all meals.

For the first time, Lindenwood will offer an Energetic 
Self-Care Retreat from April 20 at 5:30 p.m. to April 22 
at 1 p.m.  This will be an experiential class in which 
participants will learn about and practice specific 
techniques for maintaining healthy balance that are 
easily incorporated into daily life.  Cheryl Kaper from 
Chesterton, Indiana, will lead the retreat.  Cheryl has 
a master’s degree in counseling, is a licensed mental 
health counselor and maintains her own private 
practice.  Registration fee is $175 for single and $150 
per person for double occupancy, which includes a 
supply fee.

If you are interested in attending any of the programs 
and/or retreats, please contact Lindenwood at 
marketing_programs@poorhandmaids.org or call 
574-935-1780.
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Mary Smith: Worth Knowing and Then Some
Dolores Schafer, East 3 Core Team Member

East 3 Associate Mary 
Smith is as unassuming, 
thoughtful and kind as 
is implied in the name of 
Blessed Mary Catherine 
Kasper.  The delight is 
that she does not see that 
grace and goodness in 
herself.  

Born in a predominately 
Hungarian family to 
Julius and Margaret Tatar, 
Mary’s first childhood 

memories were of living on a 120 acre dairy farm 
in Granger, Indiana.  “Dad milked about 30 or so 
dairy cows and literally raised everything needed 
to be self-sustainable.  That included a few hogs, 
chickens and crops to feed the livestock and take care 
of us,” Mary recalled.  Mary stated that her job was 
primarily to cook in a home they shared with their 
grandparents.  To her brother David, fell the task of 
helping with chores.  An only sister, Kathy completed 
the immediate family.  “But,” Mary added, “a favorite 
uncle helped, too.”

The Tatar family attended the original Christ the King 
Church and, later, joined Pius X Church which as, 
Mary says, is huge today.  “Jim and I were married in 
Pius X in 1960 and later our son Greg and wife Anita 
were married there,” Mary added.

Mary attended Stucking County Grade School 
which has now been swallowed by the Notre Dame 
University campus. Later she attended Washington 
Clay High School. Still in her teens, Mary met 
her future husband, Jim through his brother who 
lived across from her family.  Jim was a sheet metal 
mechanic and started working in Whiting for his 
brother who owned Delux Sheet Metal in South Bend.  
“That took Jim to Whiting where he helped build the 
U.S. Steel Complex,” Mary explained.

When first married, the couple lived in Plymouth but 
in 1969 moved to Lake LaTonka on State Road 17 and 
there built their first home.  Their “home sweet home” 
would not be theirs for long, however, for a fire took 
it to the ground in 1988.  “We lost everything,” Mary 

recalled.  But, undaunted, they began to rebuild on 
the original foundation while living in a rented home 
in Plymouth.  

St. Michael’s had always been their parish since 
moving to Plymouth.  It was after their firstborn, 
Greg, came into the picture that Jim decided he 
would go to Mass with Mary.  And so sparked his 
interest in becoming a Catholic.  “Jim has always 
been a man who wanted to know the why and 
wherefore about everything and so it was that he was 
sent for instruction to Father Crowl of Divine Heart 
Seminary,” Mary remembered.

But even after his baptism in the Church, Jim decided 
to join one of the first RCIA classes held at St. 
Michael’s and, of course, Mary accompanied him.  “It 
was Jim’s desire to thoroughly understand his new 
faith that brought out the questions which sparked 
conversations with the other candidates,” remarked 
Dolores Schafer, RCIA director at that time. Mary 
became so interested in this new process that she 
stayed involved in the program for years thereafter.  
“She helped the sponsors and candidates and, as she 
said, was the chief coffee maker!” added Schafer.

Mary offered to help  
Sister Barbara [Kober, PHJC] with her 

proposed booth [at the Bazaar]  
and worked with her in creating crafts.

Always involved quietly with her church, Mary 
has helped other ladies of St. Michael’s clean the 
church each Monday — for eight years!  She has 
also initiated a small interested group in scripture 
study.  And now, Mary has become a PHJC Associate.  
As usual, Mary is the one who volunteers when 
something needs to be done.  But then she has often 
volunteered to help others whether in taking them 
to appointments, shopping or just out for a ride or a 
meal away from home.

During those days of RCIA, Mary met Sister Barbara 

Mary Smith, East 3 Associate

(Mary Smith, continued on page �)
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Kober, PHJC who often attended the classes to help 
with the discussions.  The two struck up a friendship 
and as Sister Barbara talked about the upcoming 
Bazaar, Mary offered to help Sister Barbara with her 
proposed booth and worked with her in creating 
crafts.  Their friendship has prospered. 

Another passion in Mary’s life is guiding a group 
of girls in Scouting.  Mary makes sure the girls set 
goals and, in turn, backs them in everything they 
undertake. They have done projects that earned them 
trips to Washington, D.C. and Chicago as well as 
camping trips, overnights and experiences most of 
the girls would never have had otherwise.  Fondly, 

Mary speaks of “her girls” and has a waiting line of 
those who want to “get in.”  Speaking of her own two 
children, Mary affectionately acknowledges that they 
are following in her footsteps in their own way.

Throughout the years, Mary has shared Jim’s interest 
in the restoration of old cars.  Mary helps where 
she can and sees that the cars are entered in old car 
contests and rallies which they both attend.  It is 
another bond in their 46 years of marriage.

Although Mary remains quiet and unassuming, a 
little scrapping away at the surface reveals a real 
daughter of Blessed Catherine Kasper.

(Mary Smith, continued from page �)

present and credible in today’s world.  Altogether 
they proclaimed, “Though separated by time, space 
and lifestyle, we join together in mutual support and 
prayer as followers of Blessed Catherine Kasper.”

Later in the afternoon, all were joined by Reverend 
Sam Boys, Chaplain of Ancilla College.  He brought 
scripture to life through guided imagery and exegesis 
of the Scriptural story, “Feeding the Multitude.”  The 
familiar story of the multiplication of the “fishes 
and loaves” became even more deeply drawn into 
awareness as all reflected on how it might have felt 
to be one of Jesus’ disciples when he refused to let 
the crowd leave without eating.  What must it have 
been like to be with Jesus as he fed thousands of 
people with five loaves of bread and two fish?  All 
pondered the disciples’ weariness before they even 
reached the multitude gathered on the hillside.  How 
often have people felt so weary from being poured 
out for others and then having to face an even larger 
task or responsibility before they get a chance to rest 
and refresh their souls?  Reverend Boys blessed all 
and told them that each time they stretch themselves 
beyond their expectations, and reach out to others 
in need, they witness a miracle, just as the disciples 
witnessed when Jesus fed the hungry. 

The Associates came together in the morning to pray 
and reflect on mission.  Through their discussions, 
they recognized the many different and unique ways 
Associates are living their mission of making Gospel 
living more present in the world.  They recognized 
that no deed, no matter how small, is too small when 

it is done for the love 
of God.  Small 
deeds can, and 
have, changed 
lives.  It is 
marvelous to 
celebrate the 
large things 
that are done 
for God, but 
all remember 
that they don’t all 
accomplish major, 
earth-shaking contribu-
tions in the world.  It is just as 
important to celebrate the “small” things they do for 
the love of God. 

For example, many Associates are parents.  A very 
important mission for parents is to bring Christ to the 
family; to teach their children to love and follow the 
path that Jesus has shown them.  When one considers 
the depth and breadth of the whole world, a mother 
or father might not feel that he or she is doing very 
much while focused on raising a Christian family.  
But, in reality, it is one of the greatest gifts people 
can give to the world.  This is just one example 
among many that help people to recognize that their 
commitment as Associates is proclaiming themselves 
to be people of courage, strength and dedication.  
Blessed Catherine Kasper, just as she followed 
Jesus Christ, leads all to be open to the Spirit, to be 
prayerful, to live simply and to act courageously.

(Celebration, continued from page �)
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Spring Mission Group Meetings
Gayle Fiwek, Director of Associate/Sister Partnership

I know it’s early to think about Spring Mission 
Group Meetings, but they will be here before the next 
Associating News.  So mark those calendars, and don’t 
forget to register to attend one of the area meetings.

Agendas for the meetings and any other information 
needed before the meetings will only be sent to those 
Associates who register in time.  (If you register at the 
last minute, we don’t have time to get the information 
to you.)

At this time, we have the dates and locations.  This 
should be enough information to allow you to make 
plans to be there.  And I’m including a due date for 
registrations.  Please remember your registration is 
important for several reasons.  These are some of the 
obvious reasons:

• The need to know how many handouts to 
prepare

• The need to know how much food to order/
prepare

• The need to know which Associates will be 
attending so that I can plan for the Associate 
portion of the day.

The Sisters spend several hours making sure they have 
adequate materials and food for each of the Mission 
Groups.  Making sure your registration is sent in by 
the due date is very helpful and considerate. 

Look for the registration form which is included 
with this mailing.  It states the date and location.  
Agendas/time schedules will be sent to you when 
you are registered.

2007 
Spring Mission 
Group Meetings

We Wish You A
Merry Christmas

From the 
Partnership Office


